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THE HOPI CRISIS

A REPORT TO ADMINISTRATORS

by
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Laura Thompson
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worst possible attitude which the QGVefnment céuid take tdwardlthéég_
fyamiﬁdéd people. The Hop1 believe in a just natural order in whiéﬁ~
aﬁelintérgependent thrOugh a 1aw of Universal Reciprécity. The

v*the tribe depends on the maintenance of this type of equlllbrating

with the total environment, and the federal government is part of th

~7,130 acres may be used for crop land, the remainder being

ste.25 This is desert and semi-desert highland having an

) 860 feet, an average rainfall of only 1.5 inches; &an
”h of odly 140 days, and an aﬁerage temperature rgnge of
‘ The distribution of population, farm land and range

<tﬁ‘the‘barrying capacity of the rarige, is shown in figure

P’ ion of 163 acres which are under 1rrigation, the farm land'

ious arroyo flood and dry farming methods. The breakd

a8 follows:

&7.0f acres used for farming . . . « « 7,130
gated gardens {(Indian operated)
gated gardens (school operated) . .
&d in Irrigation Division Projects 1&7
flood water and dry farming . . 967

624,064 acres of range land classified as follows |
. . . e e e n 208 134 acres

N . . .« o . 9 .
L] ' e s - . . zo OZ '“

o "
*
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rinciple crop is maize supplemented by fruit, melons, beans, and garden E

26
duce o

practically every Hopi man is a farmer, still relying to a considerable

et on the ancient methods and hand tools, which are well adapted to the

gfficult desert conditions. By trial and error, however, the Hopi is grad-

MuylmprOVlng his farming methods.

tHe experiments w1th new techniques and new varletles of plants, accept

those that afe useful, rejecting the impractical or obsolete. Most of the

acient varieties of corn and other food plants have been discarded in favor

of new varieties that are easier to grow or prepare, have a greater yield, or

Modern agricultural implements are gradually replacing

e more palatable.

This is most marked at New Oralbl,

the ancient dibble, weed cutter, and rake.

wiere it is estimated that three- quarters of the household groups have plows

.and scrapers, and many of these also have teams and wagons. The government

through its égricultural extension work, is attempting to increase Hopl farm-

mgoutput by constructing flood irrigation projects, teaching the people

irrigation farming, and improving the orchards by the introduction of new
27 '

seedlings and trees suitable to the climate."

sticity of the desert

Experimentation is severely limited by that inela

_%etting which plays a major role in the Hopi acceptance or rejection of new

traits, Therefore, although improving in details, the essential farming

%, The "Long Range Program for the Hopi Tribe" (p. 16) gives the approximate
acreage and yleld of the principal crops as follows:

frop Per cent of farmland acreage Yield per acre

Corn 73 ~ 5 bushels

Orchards, fruit ‘ 13 no data

Melons 9 2% tons

gzzﬂs 3 5 bushels

1 atoes 1 50 bushels
Trigated garden produce 3 no data

Th°mp80n and Joseph, op. cit., p. 20




ogy of these people has been little altered in historic times, and
4ing by flood water and dry methods is still, as it was in the past, the

5_‘15 of Hopi subsistence. It is estimated that 22 per cent of the annual in-

.ome of the Hopi in 1942 was from agriculture, the average return per acre
28 .
being about $8.00. (Fig. 2.)

Livestock, introduced by the Spaniards, has become increasingly important

in the economy of the Hopi in recent years to the extent that in 1942 it was
responsible for 34 per cent of the annual income. But whereas the old estab-

2 aplished farming, practices are part of every adult male's tools fo;‘ living,

and the farm lands are so divided that each clansman has a share (except on

Third Mesa where most farm lands are owned individually, not by clans), by no

peans all Hopi men are herders. Indeed, it is estimated that out of the total
of 645 Hopi families in 1942, almost half (about 300) owned no sheep or cattlé]

‘Besides wage work, which accounted for 36 per cent of the 1942 income and

was chiefly government financed through Civilian Conservatioin Corps and Soil
and Moisture projects, farming and herding are the major sources of Hopi sub-
: sistence. (Fig. 2). These facts give us a background for ﬁnderstanding the
importance of the land base in the Hopi t&pe of subsistence economy.

m loss of range and farm land

We know that one of the immediate factors which precipitated thé local
crz:lsis was phe legal settlement of the Hopi-Navaho boundary dispute by the
v'Secret-aI‘y of the Interior in 1943 in a way which, to the Hopi mind at least,
fémed distinctly advantageous to their long-time rivals, the Navaho. INES
hOugH this action did not deprive the tribe of much, if any, land they were

e i . .

4tually using (inasmuch as in 1943 the Navaho occupied three-quarters of the
e

-"Long Range Program for the Hopi Tribe" op. cit., p. 16

- Ibid,, pp. 22, 28 108




the 'eon. _ Actually even at that ea_:'v

Wayn p. 19) ShOWS a whlte anc}/ shaded area. Thﬁe Whitev
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‘ap"i-.stoc}qnen in better herding practices and in their organization for

L3 L9

and soil conservation

There are at present 17, water supply units on the Hopi jurisdiction.

s¢ units include drilled‘wells, shallow dug wells, springs, Surface tanks,
;;hich«_the government has built or developed. These units are at present
ined by the government. The "Long Range Program" proposes to drill 20 _

nal water wells, and to build stqrage tanks, troughs, and distribution *v.sy's‘
‘ "It'wouid seem exceedingly imp_ortaht to the success of the whole program

' §Sé developments be made as soon as possible.

he'S'o_il'Conservation Servi.ce (iater succeeded by the Soil and Moisture

sery tion Operations), following surveys made in 1933-3L, began extensive

Ehl ns in the Hopi area which reaéhed a peak in 1935-37-. These were pri-

aimed at watershed protection by facilitating and encouraging proper land

ke ong Range Trogram' for the Hopi Tribe" op. cit., pp. 35, 42, xxvii
Ibid., pp. 19, 35-6, 43-4 ) Y

' Water supply units to ifarch, 1945 were as follows:

Drilled wells (with windmill LOWETS)......ceevneeeneees 26
Mtesian wells...............

Shallow dug wells (developed)......vevevevneenennnnnass 13
Developeq )2 8 oV O 1 |
Undeveloped 3 0 o Vo ST R
‘Surface tanks (temporary water).....oeevenennvenavnnnns 17

Total 174

igi?rintendent, Hopi Agenci, Coérrespondence, 1945)
Folimated cost of these improvements is $100,000.
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